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rangement I am especially gratified. Being
one of those unfortunate individuals who are
unable to profit by the exercise of their me- I
mory, or their reasoning faculties, I have hit I
upon another way of gaining the favourable
notice of my teachers. With this view I
have provided myself with a voluminous
note-book, and, taking my seat in a conspi-
cuous place in the lecture-room, I have be-
come distinguished for my diligence in trans-
mitting to paper the learned discourses of the
professors. Having trained myself in this
way, I entertain the most sanguine hopes of
earning, at the end of the session, the prize
in midwifery, as the reward of my industry ;
and I would venture to remark how much
better it is to preserve the precepts of wisdom
on the durable page of my note-book, than on
the fleeting tablet of my memory. I have
sent you this communication in the hope that
when once the plan is generally known, it
may be more extensively adopted, for in pro-
portion as the facility of short-hand writing
is made the standard of medical knowledge,
shall I indulge the expectation of achiev-
ing the highest honours of the profession,
and of being enabled to despise the habits of
practical observation cultivated by my com-
petitors. I remain, Sir, yours respectfully,
STENOGRAPHOS.
i
P.S.-I have a relation in the country who I
is a reporter for the newspapers ; would it
not be an excellent plan for him to come to
town and engage in teaching short-hand to
medical students ?
CURVATURE OF BONE WITHOUT
FRACTURE.
G. J. S. CAMDEN.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Dr. Mantell, in his note in your
Journal of the 9th instant, seems to sneer at
my calling my cases 11 curvature without
fracture," and says that I may be at liberty
to entertain what opinion I please ; so I in-
tend. He says, his cases " did not com-
prehend the bending of the flexible bones of
infants, an occurrence familiar to every nurse."
If Dr. Mantell had read my letter attentively,
he would have seen that I said that "it always
occurred in children," and my quotation was
to the same effect ; therefore he had no reason
to suppose my cases to have been all to be
those of infants: my cases, excepting the
infant, were between three and seven years ;
but his own six cases he puts down as all
cases of partial fracture with curvature. On
seeing a sketch of one solitary bone near five-
and-twenty years after his first case, I should
think it would take more than an old nurse
to suppose they were all cases of the partial
fracture !
I certainly will admit that it is, as Dr.
Mantell says, "possible," but highly improba-
-. &ncedil;The letter from Mr. Gibson in your
Journal I apprehend bears ino out in my
inferences on my own cases. Your obedient
servant,
Hounslow, October 11,1841.
HABITATS OF INFUSORIA.
JOHN DALRYMPLE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In answer to the questions put rela-
tive to the habitats of certain infusoria, in the
last number of your Journal, I beg to remark
that I have never but once seen the living
xanthidia ; and those specimens were ob-
tained from the superficial mud of a ditch at
Byefleet, in Surrey. Mr. Ross, of Regent-
street, informs me, that he has also seen
them once from some part of the Thames, but
he does not exactly know the locality. There
are some curious facts relative to the habitats
of infusoria; their total disappearance from
spots where in former years they remarkably
abounded, the seasons in which certain of
them should be sought for, and other minu-
tiae, which would occupy too much space in
your Journal to dilate upon.
If your correspondent " H. L." will favour
me with a call, or by inquiries by letter on
this subject, I shall be glad to give him any
information in my power. I am, Sir, your
obedient servant,
YIIP
6, Holles-street, Oct. 12, 1841.
RAPID PROGRESS OF DISEASE IN A CHILD.&mdash;
Mr. Toogood had attended a child, two years
old, in March ; he recovered completely. On
the evening of the 8th of May he was appa-
rently quite well; at midnight the nurse
found him hot and feverish, and she put him
in a warm bath at three o’clock in the morn-
ing, and gave him castor-oil. Mr. T. saw
him at 7, a. m., when he had much pyrexia.
He gave him a dose of basilic povrder at 9,
a. m. The lower part of the abdomen was
livid, and numerous petechiae were about his
person. Convulsions, screaming, and total
insensibility succeeded rapidly, and at 2, p.m.,
he was de<Ld.-Post-anortern. Light mark of
inflammation, and slight deposition of lymph
on the surface of the brain, and a large col-
lection of tluid in the ventricles were de-
tected ; in no other part were there any traces
of disease.-Prov. Jour.
TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Dr. ll-antell remarks on the communica-
tion of Mr. Gibson (of Glasgow), p. 59, that
the only case in which Mr. Gibson admits he
could satisfy himself that partial fracture had
taken place) was clearly a simple transverse
